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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 4141 6.7 2.5 12 56 99.5
2 4053 5.4 2.6 12 44.6 97.4
3 4130 6.2 3.2 12 52 99.2
4 3981 5.8 2.8 12 48.4 95.7
5 3826 5.1 3.2 12 42.6 91.9
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.



(1331-01)

1. (a) Outline two assumptions of the behaviourist approach. [4]

 (b) Describe the Social Learning Theory of Aggression. [8]
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AO1
Sticky Note
There is a need to say more about exactly how we learn from others. Vicarious reinforcement is more than simply imitation.

GENERAL
Sticky Note
A way of strengthening the answer here would be to clarify the example given (e.g. boys imitating their father as a role model)Using appropriate terminology ensures relevance to the approach also.



AO1
Sticky Note
The marks here would be in the lower bands as the whole answer is focused on the study by Bandura only. The candidate may have considered that they wrote well due to the details but this question requires much more range to reach the top bands.



GENERAL
Sticky Note
The experiment done by Bandura (with the Bobo Doll) is only part of the answer required here. There is a danger that the candidates spend too much time describing the study (e.g. how many children, the different conditions etc) and do not relate it clearly to the overall Social Learning Theory.

AO1
Sticky Note
The theory is explained with use of appropriate terminology.

GENERAL
Sticky Note
The marks here are allocated as 2 + 2, i.e. giving only one assumption, however well done would only achieve 2 marks at most.

AO1
Sticky Note
Again, the second assumption is clearly identified, explained and relevant examples given. This answer would gain the full 4 marks.

AO1
Sticky Note
An Assumption if clearly identified and also explained with appropriate use of language to clearly link to the Behaviourist approach. The example if given to further explain how this assumption is seen in context. This is a confident and simple answer which would gain the 'two' marks for the first assumption.



GENERAL
Sticky Note
Whilst the details here are accurate there is a danger of being distracted by what the question is specifically requesting. Teaching of this study should be done clearly to emphasise the theory in general.



(1331-01)

3. (a) Evaluate two strengths of the biological approach. [6]

(b) Evaluate two weaknesses of the biological approach. [6]
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GENERAL
Sticky Note
As above - the answers here are too simplistic to gain more than 1+1.Care should be taken not to use a generic approach in teaching these answers as the students may then fail to grasp an understanding that allows them to score above the bottom bands.

AO2
Sticky Note
This answer would gain 1+1 marks.To increase there is a need to make the strength relevant to the Biological approach (the answer as it is could equally apply to any other approach). There is also a need to say why having 'high levels of control' is a good thing. It could be argued that this characteristic of a laboratory experiment is not appropriate when dealing with the complexity of human behaviour. 
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AO2
Sticky Note
This is clearly a situation where more could be said to give depth to the answer.

GENERAL
Sticky Note
This is the wrong word here (they are clearly trying to say 'deterministic') - however as there is an explanation also this can be ignored and credit given regardless as appropriate.

AO2
Sticky Note
Further explanation of why developing drugs and making links between stress and illness is needed here. e.g. allows people to be treated in a more effective/ ethical manner than previously.This would gain 2 marks as it is.

AO2
Sticky Note
The word 'Biological' could be substituted here for any other approach and could still gain basic credit (i.e. 1 mark).



GENERAL
Sticky Note
Even though the candidate has crossed this section out, had they not made a further attempt at answering this question this would be read and credited as appropriate.

AO2
Sticky Note
The strength is identified, made relevant to the approach with an appropriate example and finally there is an explanation as to WHY this is a strength. Simply saying that something is a strength will not allow the full three marks to be given here. This is primarily due to the subjective nature of Psychology which allows a feature of an approach to be considered a strength AND/OR a weakness.



AO2
Sticky Note
Similarly the weakness is identified and explained. There is an appropriate example to tie into the Biological approach. Additionally (to ensure the full marks) there is expansion on WHY this is a Weakness.It can be seen that this question does not require a lengthy answer to gain the top marks but that the structure ensure all elements are dealt with.



(1331-01)

5. Explain and evaluate the methodology used by the cognitive approach. [12]
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AO3
Sticky Note
The methodology is made relevant to the approach by using examples from a study related to the cognitive approach (i.e. investigating the memory). This is better than a generic response.

GENERAL
Sticky Note
This technique of bulletpointing the answer with an indication of strength or weakness is acceptable in a situation where time is running out. This answer here will not gain a lot of credit for the evaluation but may ensure that the overall mark is at least not in the bottom band as there is some attempt (and accurate on the whole) to evaluate as well as describe.



AO1/2
Sticky Note
There is a clear description of a laboratory experiment here with some evaluative comments woven throughout. Unfortunately the passage is rather long without having any clear reference to the cognitive approach. This paragraph could be copied and pasted into any other approach - this is not the best way of tackling this question.

AO3
Sticky Note
Good attempt here to link the methodology used with the basic assumptions of the approach. This ensures relevance over and above simply giving an example.



anghae
Sticky Note
Overal this answer reaches the middle bands as there is a range of points. The weakness of this answer is the lack of details in terms of relevance to the cognitive approach (despite having started so promising)

AO3
Sticky Note
e.g.? - Ths inclusion of the word 'cognitive' by itself is not sufficient link.



AO2
Sticky Note
Again, a criticism linked to the approach rather than a generic statement.

anghae
Sticky Note
Links to the study/approach is a simple but appropriate manner. This integrative answer demonstrates a higher level of understanding and is likely therefore to result in top band marks.

AO2
Sticky Note
Giving an appropriate example ensures that there is relevance to the approach and that a generic response is avoided.Note that the details from Loftus' study is used to further exemplify the characteristics of a laboratory experiment.

AO3
Sticky Note
Very good reasoning as to why this approach chooses to use the particular methodology.



GENERAL
Sticky Note
This question allows a candidate to use only one methodology in their answer - even this can allow full marks. However, it is likely that the detail needed by focusing on one only would be challenging (i.e. to incorporate range also) and therefore using two methodologies give range in a simpler manner well as depth which is needed for the top band marks.



GENERAL
Sticky Note
Although this answer may appear lengthy the handwriting is relatively large. The answer is in fact very well done in terms of relevance throughout, well structured and coherent.
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GCE PSYCHOLOGY  -  PY1 
 


 
Q.1 (a) Outline two assumptions of the behaviourist approach. [4] 
 
  Credit could be given for an outline of the following: 


 All behaviour is learned from the environment. 


 Behaviour learned through classical and operant conditioning. 


 Only quantitative differences between animals and humans. 


 Any other relevant material. 
 


Marks AO1 


4 
Two assumptions are outlined and explained with clear 
reference to psychology. 


3 
Two assumptions are outlined but only one is explained with 
clear reference to psychology OR two assumptions are 
outlined and explained with some reference to psychology. 


2 
One assumption is outlined and explained with clear reference 
to psychology OR two assumptions are outlined only. 


1 
One assumption is outlined only OR two assumptions are 
identified only. 


0 No relevant knowledge or understanding. 


 
(b) Describe the Social Learning Theory of Aggression. [8] 
 


  Credit could be given for a description of the following: 


 Learning indirectly (observational learning). 


 Vicarious reinforcement. 


 Modelling. 


 Research into SLT (e.g. Bandura's Bobo doll studies). 


 Any other relevant material. 
 


Marks AO1 


7  -  8 


Content is accurate and well detailed.  Material is used in an 
effective manner (evidence of coherent elaboration) and is 
thorough.  Depth and range of knowledge is displayed, 
although not necessarily in equal measure.  Language, 
(including grammar, punctuation and spelling) is well 
structured, coherent and accurate. 


5  -  6 


Content is reasonably accurate but less detailed.  Material is 
used in an effective manner.  Depth or range of knowledge is 
displayed.  Language (including grammar, punctuation and 
spelling) is accurate, structured and clear. 


3  -  4 
Content is described in basic detail; material is used in a 
relevant manner but is limited.  Language (including grammar, 
punctuation and spelling) shows some inaccuracies. 


1  -  2 
Content is superficial; material is muddled and/or incoherent.  
Language (including grammar, punctuation and spelling) has 
errors. 


0 No relevant knowledge or understanding. 
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Q.3 (a) Evaluate two strengths of the biological approach. [2x3] 
 


 Credit could be given for a discussion of the following: 


 Scientific / objective nature of the approach. 


 Reductionist nature of the approach. 


 Therapeutic applications. 


 Impact on psychology. 


 Any other relevant strength. 
 
Can only receive credit for one methodology/therapy  


 


Marks 
(per strength) 


AO2 


3 
Strength is outlined, explained and has detailed 
reference to the approach. 


2 
Strength is outlined, explained and there is some link to 
the approach OR strength is outlined, briefly explained 
and has detailed reference to the approach. 


1 
Strength is outlined and briefly explained, with no link to 
the approach OR strength is outlined and linked but no 
explanation. 


0 Strength identified only OR no relevant evaluation. 


 
 (b) Evaluate two weaknesses of the biological approach. [2x3] 
 


 Credit could be given for a discussion of the following: 


 Deterministic nature of the approach. 


 Ignorance of aspects of nurture. 


 Nomothetic approach to the study of behaviour. 


 Any other relevant weakness. 
 


Can only receive credit for one methodology/therapy. 
 


Marks 
(per weakness) 


AO2 


3 
Weakness is outlined, explained and has detailed 
reference to the approach. 


2 
Weakness is outlined, explained and there is some link 
to the approach OR weakness is outlined, briefly 
explained and has detailed reference to the approach.  


1 
Weakness is outlined and briefly explained, with no link 
to the approach OR weakness is outlined and linked but 
no explanation. 


0 Weakness identified only OR no relevant evaluation. 
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Q.5 Explain and evaluate the methodology used by the cognitive approach. [12] 


Credit could be given for a discussion of the following: 


 Use of introspection.


 Use of laboratory experimentation.


 Use of case studies.


 Use of brain scans.


 Issues of replicability.


 Issues of objectivity.


 Issues of validity.


 Any other relevant material.


Marks AO3 


10 - 12 


Method(s) is/are clearly explained and have clear relevance to the 
approach.  Evaluation is thorough and clearly structured, with 
coherent elaboration of relevant strength and weaknesses.  Depth 
and range of discussion are displayed. 


7 - 9 
Method(s) is/are clearly stated and relevant.  Evaluation is reasonably 
thorough and coherent, with both strengths and weaknesses given. 
Depth or range of discussion is displayed. 


4 - 6 
Appropriate method(s) is explained in a limited manner.  Evaluation of 
method(s) is limited with evidence of strengths and/or weaknesses. 


1 - 3 
Statement of method(s) may be muddled and/or incoherent. 
Evaluation of method(s) is superficial and very limited. 


0 No relevant explanation or evaluation. 
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